IBM 1620 Model 1

The IBM 1620 Model 1 was a very popular scientific computer during the early 1960s, and yet it didn’t know how to add! To keep its cost low, it had neither general data registers nor a conventional arithmetic unit. To add or multiply, the machine consulted tables in its memory.

The 1620 was a digital computer that it did its calculations in base 10 with variable-length operands. Programmers could code in FORTRAN, SNOBOL, and assembly languages. The machine was used in colleges and universities and for industrial process control applications.

IBM had delivered over a thousand 1620 Model 1 systems by the end of 1963.
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	Manufacturer:	IBM	Memory technology:	magnetic core


	First introduced:	1959	Memory size:	20K to 60K 6-bit characters


	CPU technology:	transistor	Machine cycle time:	20 microseconds  (0.05 MHz)








