IBM 7030 (Stretch)

In the late 1950s, IBM asked its top designers to “stretch” the state of the art in processor speed. To attain that goal, Project Stretch developed many new technologies, including interrupts, the 8-bit byte, memory interleaving, memory error detection and correction, multiprogramming, pipelining, instruction and operand prefetch, and branch prediction.

The first Stretch computer was delivered to Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in April 1961. The commercial version of the machine was the IBM 7030. Although it was not successful(fewer than ten were built( its innovations paved the way for future computer systems such as the IBM System/360.
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	Manufacturer:	IBM	Memory technology:	magnetic core


	First introduced:	1961	Memory size:	16K to 256K 64-bit words


	CPU technology:	transistor	Memory cycle time:	2 microseconds (0.5 MHz)








